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Over the past ten years, the United States has had an increasing role in non-major combat operations worldwide. While the Department of Defense has worked diligently toward developing necessary capabilities and skill sets, the U.S. lacks a "whole of government" approach. This failure to fully integrate operations and requirements erodes America's ability to conduct foreign missions. To correct this, policy makers must clearly define the scope of operations and publicize realistic and equitable goals. The United States must eliminate policy shortfalls, inconsistent strategic and tactical goals, and heavy-handed security requirements if future stability operations are to succeed.
Policy Shortfalls
The 
Inconsistent Strategic Objectives
The failures associated with the lack of a "whole of This approach tends to support tactical actions conducted by presenting the positive impact the U.S. hopes to achieve.
However, it does not provide any real depth to operational endstates that are all too often apparent. Since overarching strategic goals are masked, they are perceived as subversive. 
Conclusion
The American political juggernaut must concisely define the scope of non-combat operations, identify specific goals, and designate a single agency responsible for implementing and coordinating U.S. strategic policy objectives. For the near term, the military will continue to bear the weight of achieving strategic success in most operations overseas. To do this, they must convince supported nations that U.S. intentions are based on a shared prosperity and that they are not another American imperialistic conquest. Concurrently, the U.S. must conduct operations in the absence of absolute American safety and trust the local hierarchy to protect shared interests. Unless the U.S. organizes its efforts, it will not only continue to operate inefficiently, it will also isolate itself and discredit future operations before they have any chance of success.
